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GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE:

SOME FACTS, STATISTICS AND ATTITUDES
· In South Africa, it is estimated that a woman is raped every 83 seconds:  only one in 20 of these cases is ever reported to the police. (Vetten:1996, Tribune:1991)
· 48% of girls surveyed in the Caribbean reported their first sexual intercourse experience was forced.  (WHO World Report on Violence and Health, 2002)

· More than 90 million African women and girls are victims of female circumcision or other forms of genital mutilation. (L. Heise:1994)
· In 6 of 12 countries studied, “the arrival of peacekeeping troops has been associated with a rapid rise in child prostitution”.  (The Impact of Armed Conflict on Children, Graca Machel, 1996)

· 16% - 41% of women surveyed reported a physical assault by a male partner in an intimate relationship in studies conducted between 1986-1997 in the following countries: Canada, New Zealand, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States, Cambodia, India, Korea, Thailand, Egypt, Israel, Kenya, and Uganda.  (Heise, L, M Ellsberg and M Gottemoeller, 1999. “Ending Violence against Women.”   Population Reports, Series L, No. 11, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins School of Public Health)
· 14.8% of all adult women in the USA said they had been a victim of a completed rape.  An additional 2.8% said they had been the victim of attempted rape.  (The National Institute of Justice and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention based on a telephone survey of 8,000 men and 8,000 women conducted between November 1995 and May 1996)

· In the Midlands Province in Zimbabwe, 25% of women reported attempted or completed rape by an intimate partner.  (WHO World Report on Violence and Health, 2002)
· At least 60,000,000 girls, who would otherwise be expected to be alive, are missing from various populations, mostly in Asia, due to sex-selective abortions, infanticide or neglect.
· In a nationally representative sample of 12,300 adult women in Canada, 25% of women reported to have been assaulted by their current or former partner. (CSS:1993)
· In Zimbabwe, domestic violence accounts for more than 60% of murder cases that go through the high court in Harare. (ZWRCN:1995)
· “Rape has been dismissed by military and political leaders as a private crime or the unfortunate behaviour of renegade soldiers” -Human Rights Watch/Africa
· “During the armed conflict in Bangladesh in 1971, it is estimated that 200,000 civilian women and girls were victims of rape committed by Pakistani soldiers”- Idem
· “A European Community fact-finding team estimated that more than 20,000 Muslim women have been raped in Bosnia since the fighting began in April 1992” - Idem
· Worldwide, the average age of entry into prostitution is 14.  (Prostitution Research Education)

· “’Men are gold, women are cloth.’ This expression, used as the title of a…report on Cambodian attitudes towards sex and HIV, means that women, like a white cloth, are easily soiled by sex. This causes a sharp decrease in their value as the stain is hard to remove, whereas men can have repeated sexual experiences and be polished clean, like gold, each time.” 
· “Women should wear purdah to ensure that innocent men do not get unnecessarily excited by women’s bodies and are not unconsciously forced into becoming rapists. If women do not want to fall prey to such men, they should take the necessary precautions instead of forever blaming men.” - Malaysian member of Parliament during debate on reform of rape laws
· “The child was sexually aggressive” - Canadian judge suspending sentence of man who sexually assaulted a 3-year-old girl in 1991
· “A man who beats his wife must have a good reason for it; surely she did something to provoke it.” – Nicaraguan Supreme Court judge speaking in a public forum in 1996
· “Wife beating is an accepted custom…we are wasting our time debating the issue.” - Papua New Guinea member of Parliament during a debate on wife battering
· “Scriptures must be fulfilled. Violence against women is a sign of the end times, which we can’t do anything about.” - Nairobi pastor citing 2 Timothy 3: 1-5
· “Men are like cars while women are like parking spaces” - Popular saying offered by participant at Malaysia workshop, October 1999
· “…through questions related to her sexual life it is possible to tell if the woman is responsible for the attack, because in most cases, it is the woman who provokes the aggression” – agent from the Mexico City Attorney General’s Office
· “Are you a virgin? If you are not a virgin, why do you complain? This is normal.” - assistant to public prosecutor in Peru answering a woman who reported sexual abuse by police officers while in custody
· “I would rather sire a cow than a homosexual. With a cow you get milk, but what possible good or value would come out of a homosexual?” - 37-year-old man in Kenya
· “[In Dubai] I would not have to deal with the heartache of being despised and children calling me msenge [Swahili for homosexual] on the street.” - 30-year-old man in Kenya
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